
Dear colleagues, 

I warmly welcome you on behalf of the Associa8on Educa8on Ini8a8ves of 
Lower Saxony. We are happy to be a coopera8on partner in this interes8ng and 
important conference. There was no doubt to support it, because in my opinion 
dialogue is one of the most important things and the basis for change in the 
world.  

We are living in difficult 8mes. We are facing mul8ple, interdependent and 
interrelated crises such as the climate catastrophe, pandemics, wars, energy 
and water crisis, not to men8on persistent poverty and con8nuous human 
rights viola8on as well as global injus8ces. But we can contribute to a change 
and the good news are, that there are already many ac8ve people and inspiring 
ini8a8ves around the world. Today Fridays for Future organised another global 
climate strike. Maybe you met the demonstra8ng people in the city on your 
way to this conference or you even had problems to get here because of traffic 
issues.  

I think it fits perfectly and enables different links to the core topics of this 
conference, that are democracy, sustainability and economy.  

How are the topics interrelated? The example of the global climate strike makes 
the connec8on between democracy and sustainability visible. A democracy 
enables people to share their opinion and to raise their voice. Like this, new 
ideas can emerge. There is not only one truth or one clear path towards a 
beMer future and more sustainability. Sustainability needs to be nego8ated. 
And it needs a strong civil society. Sadly, we see that spaces for civil society are 
shrinking worldwide. This is a danger for a democra8c and sustainable future. 
And just a side note: This happens also in democracies. Exis8ng democracies 
are not all perfect. OPen marginalised people s8ll have difficul8es to get heard 
and take part in decision making processes. There is s8ll work to be done and 
for this it needs openness and dialogue.  

A posi8ve link and sign is, that sustainability is being integrated in new 
cons8tu8ons or democra8c processes. That shows that democracy is not only 
important for sustainability, but that sustainability also becomes an important 
part in democracies.  



Economy as the third big topic of this conference can be the ground and enable 
democracy and sustainability processes, but it can also slow down the process, 
if we s8ck to old paradigms like growth and power rela8ons.  

I said it earlier: There is not only one path and the global and interconnected 
crisis that we are facing can’t be solved in one country or one part of the world. 
It needs a global dialogue and global coopera8on. This conference opens a 
space for that. 

Last week VNB also organised an interna8onal conference on democracy and 
sustainability in coopera8on with the global Learn2Change network. Mr. Saeed 
took part there as well. And we will con8nue the exchange in different 
workshops and educa8onal formats. I think that this is one important thing that 
we can do in these 8mes: empower one another and learn from each other. 

So, coming to an end I would like to highlight some other points that are 
important for democracy, sustainability and an economy that serves the people 
– that are: educa8on, informa8on, empowerment and again…… dialogue – and: 
here we are. 

With this I will close. I could only share some sparks and ideas. But you will 
have one and a half day to engage more deeply with the issues. I would like to 
encourage you to ask cri8cal or difficult ques8ons and to focus not only on the 
crisis but also share posi8ve stories.  

I wish you all an inspiring and enriching conference. 


